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THE MILTTARY STLTUATION C

GENERAL . ; LW

- 1, "Feraeli military forces are focusing thelr main
efforts on the Syrian front in a concerted attempt to halt

MIDDLE EAST o e

the Syrian effort to take the Golan Helehtwm. |

2." Tsrdeld forces -alouy the Egyptiaun froent are fightingz

& holding action. The Egyptiaus failed to move much equilpment

or troops acrogs. the canal over night, but resumed movement
acrogs si1x brdidges st dawn., Tha Egyptians areé concentrating
‘-thei; gfforts‘at crossings’ leading to the Mitla and Gidi
passes, -Egyptian forces do not appear to be exploiting theix
bridgehead, and there Is no evidence of any significant
Egyptian penetration into Sinail thus far. The"lsraeli air
force struck elght Egyptian fighter bases early this moruing
in an attempt to erdipple Caire's fighter force.
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' EGYPTIAN FRONT

"3, TIsraalf and Egyptian military spokesmen aancunced
the Egyptian military forces continued to eross the Canal
this morning but the Lsrselis teport that little was maved
over the six bridges across the canal during the night.
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4. According to an Israeli assessment given ar 1330
loecal time (L13Qz) the Egyptian forces seem to be focusing
at Ismailia and north of the city.of Suez, which leads to

- the roads entering the Gidi and Mitla Passes. The Iscaelin

stated that they are now consolidating their own forcas along A
the canal, |
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5. -According to an Israeli spokesman, the Israeli
Air -Force struck eight Egyptian aily bases with 40 sorties L
early this morning, including Tanta airfield norxrthwest of

‘Cairo vwhere Libyan Mirages are stationed., An unknown number

of Egyptian alrcraft were destroyed on the ground and at least

:four were shot down. Two Israeli Skyhawk fighter-bombers

wera lost to Egvyptian SAMs, Tagraeli direcraft noted in

"this raid,. . . )

6, Dgyptian TU<-16 bombers attacked and destroyed the -

" Israeli radar facility at Sharm ash~Shaykh at the tip of the

Sinai peninsula today, according to an f[sraeli spokesman. He
also stated that an Epyptian naval force of three boats~~
ineluding twe that carrjled missiles~~and a minelayer attacked
Shatm ash-Shaykh, but provided no details on the result of
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- THE SYRIAN TRONT - .- .

7. Intense Syrian attacks against Israeli positions on

the Golan Heights are contianuing. According te an Isvaeli

spokesman this morning, the Syriartis broke through Israell

positions at several places and were attempting to cnveloyhg

Israeli positions in the Quneiltra and Rafid aregs_oz th?
Beiphts. The Israelis have admitted losing at leas onz
putpost near Quneitra, They stated that Israelfl armorze -
units were disangaging at various places Fo-aLlow Chsir a

‘force to blunt the Syrisn attacks.

\

8. The Iesrseelis acknowledge that the Syrian front

45 their primary focus of concern for the momgnu ang z?:gs .
they are using most of thélr air force against the 8y .

Tel Aviv hopes that by noon tomorrow they will be_abiiﬂto 25X1
-launch a major vounterattack in the area. The Israelils

' : ‘ cass L ' hatacterigtice
attribute ‘Lhe Syrian success to boldnges, a & et
that they have not seen exhibited as yel by the Egyptians along

the ecanal. They Also report that they have destroyed five

Syriaw naval combatants without &ﬁﬁ{eying any ilossas thew-
selves. . :
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ARAE MTLITARY SUPPORT

11. The Arab League secretariat in Cairo has called on-

all ‘Arab

atates to iwmplement the lea ue's mutual defense
treaty.
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Sudan have made promises'of'pfactical support for tha

. battle but their specific contributions- have not been

announced., No Iraql ground force mevements imto Syria
have been reported elsewhere. Saudi Arabias has put its

‘air force oun alert, fncluding the avming of F5 and Lightning

airc;aft'gt Dhshran, but no preparations for involvemant,
have been observed, ' : | ' s

- TUNISIA

‘ l4. President Bourguiba announced today that Tunisia
would send troops to the Syrian and Egyptian fronts, but
that it would be sevéral days before these contingents

‘~reaghed their destinations. He warned his audicnce} however,
-that he would not tolerate a repetition of the June 1967

anti-~Jewieh, anti{-foreiygn demonstrations.
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15. King Hapsan announced. that he %is sending anothez
contingent of troops to the Syrian fronmt and would open &
. reglstration office in Rabat for Moracéan army personnel and
those with previous military service who wished to voluntegso

ALCERIA : [
16. Aécording to the Algerian news media, President

Bouhediens has placed the "full resources of the countzy

at the disposition of the Arab fromt," but the press was

nut‘specific{" Meanwhile, Algerian- coveragse of the fighti?g

hae beon measured and cautious. .o ' '

SOVIET MILITARY ACTIVITY

17. There has been little chénge reported in Soviet
naval deployments since our last Sicrep., By morning of
7 October, all Soviet shipe had Taft Egyptian ports exXcepk
for one Kashin-class destroyer and some auxiliaries in
‘Alexandria. Most of the Soviet Mediterranean squadron is
still located in. the vieinity of Crete.  Ons Soviet in;ellf‘
lgence collector~-probably accompanied by a minesweeper—-~1is
located approximately 100 miles off the Syrian-Israesli
border, & Kashin-class destroyer apparently has been
assigned responsibility for surveillance of the USS Indgpend~
ence task group which left Athens eaxly om 7 October.

18, Thére is no evidence ofiunusual,Soviet'qiliﬁary
activity in other areas. | 4
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LATE ITEM

21, |

Egyptian nilttary objective is te establish multiple
. 532%§i°n5 Along the Bar-Lev lige and hold those positious
‘1that a ceasefire is arranged. The Egyptians estimate
anqld take about two days, and that pressure from
:the "world powers" would enable Cairec to obtain ite
limited objective of holding a ‘thin strip east of tha:
canal. . ) '
+22. The source 5aidithac'"unquesticnably" the
EQYPtiaﬂs-haﬂ.atqackad first, le said the Soviets were
aware of Egyptian plans by early October, but did not
kuow the specific timing,  When Sadat asked for full Soviet
backing, Moscaw tefused and began to evacuate technicians
and dependents., . :
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